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Government of the people, by the people, for the people  

(Abraham Lincoln)                                      

When the people fear their government, there is tyranny; when the government fears the 

people, there is liberty 

(Thomas Jefferson) 

Democracy is an edifice based on a set of valuable axiomatic principles, 

interconnected as the links of a trophic chain. The democratic scaffold is based on the 

principle that the political power is validated by the will of the people. In democracy, power is 

won and legitimized only by regular elections, based on the universal, equal, direct and freely 

expressed suffrage. 

Therefore, it is clearly stated that within this trophic chain of the rule of law the core 

key is the fairness of the electoral processes, and subsequently the major responsibility of 

each state to guarantee, through its electoral legislation and its institutions, the expression of 

citizen’s free will and to defend the democratic principles and the rules of the electoral law. 

The people express their will through elections and exercise their sovereignty through 

the elected bodies. The Parliament is the supreme representative body for the people and the 

sole legislative authority of any country. The principle of political life lies in sovereign 

authority said Jean Jacques Rousseau, in whose opinion the legislative power is the heart of the 

State; the executive power is its brain, which causes the movement of all the parts.  

The Parliament is not only a legislative body, but it also performs other functions: 

representation, information, control, appointment by investiture, election or appointment of 

public authorities. The failure of all totalitarian governance forms has proved the viability of 

Parliament's institution as a main representative of the national sovereignty and as an essential 

entity able to avoid any attempt of diminishing democratic rights and the value of the 

institutions of the rule of law.  

The Parliaments, even in their incipient forms, have been real incubators in the nations 

building and independent national states. In the history of modern Romania, an appropriate 

example in this context is the adoption of the Declaration of Independence by the Parliament 

on 9 May 1877 and the acts of union at the end of World War I. The first Parliament of the 

reunified Romanian nation was also the first legislative body elected through universal vote. 

The Romanian nation has restored its unity and identity around this democratically elected 

organ, whose operation would be suspended by two dictatorships: the military one, between 

1940-1944 and the Communist one, that ended in 1989.   

The theme of this conference resonates with a great celebration of the Romanian 

people, which marks this year 100 years since the birth of the Great Romania.  
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